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Introduction

2013 was the second full year of th&®ed Squirrels Northern Englangrogramme. Highlights
included the expansion of conservation efforts the commencement of research projecta
superb RSSTconference some great media coveragand the quiet realisdion that our collective
action seems tdbe working at a truly landscape scale.

My team and lare hugely indebtedto our partners, funders, Advisory Goup andwider
supporters for all the energy, inspiration and advice you provide.

W//W

Nick Mason
RSNE Project Manager

RSNE full tearat Slaleyg May 2013



Outcome 1Conserving reds through grey squirrel control

The RSNE Ranger team grew in 2013, with new investment enabling extension into soethst
Northumberland and the commencement of an intensive programme in the Slaley Stronghold.
Broader conservationactivity also grew,for examplewith a new Penrith & District Group
RangerinUIlsx AOAOhRh OEA AEOOE 1T £ A #0i AOEAT ddseedd
embryonic community groups in central Northumberland.

This expansion is shown in the geographicdbotprint of reported conservation effort (seeMap
1) increasing by 14% on 2012, with activity recorded in 739 tetrads (4krdlandscape units)
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A total of 96,8000 O OshddtA A U O 6 sdrvasionfeffdrt were reported by 600 peoplein 2013,
a 2%reduction on 2012.The RSNE Rager team was responsible for 5% of this recorded

effort. Overall, the records documen®738 grey squirrel kills in red squirrel range, a 9%
reduction on 2012.These recordsconfirm what most of our community feltwas 2O NOE A & 6
for grey squirrels, possibly due to the impact of 2012/3 cold winter and poor deciduous tree
food supply.

Our community is stilllearning newtricks. The use of FLIR thermal imagersin winter, as
pioneered by the Penrith & District Groupeam, is proving helpfulto some of our team in
finding and shooting grey squirrels up trees, greatly improving detection rates and further
challenging our notions of where squirrels live.

We arealsostill developing approaches to conservatiorplanning between co-workers in
landscapes. Regular meetings in the southern Lak®istrict are building strong conservation
networks from Grasmeae south to Windermere, no doubt aiding the evidenced red range
expansion souhwards. Similar appoaches are alsgrowing now in the Allen Valleys (with the
National Trust and neighbouring estatespnd along the upper Wansbeck catchment. The use of
detailed trapping and monitoring maps in these sessions is helping to ensure participants can
see the progress being made.
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red squirrel conservation grants. The scheme organisation is better than ever with many large
groupings of grants now in place. Théatest has been oganised with Landfactorand finally now
provides a great chance of making the 700@oodland hectares of theSlaley Stronghold a safe
place for red squirrels again.


http://gs.flir.com/surveillance

Map 1z Reported2013 conservation effort, summarised at a tetrad (2x2km sgare) level
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Outcome 2 Monitoring and Data Management

Two further rounds of squirrel range monitoring were completed, continuing the spring and
autumn patterns established in 2012Both monitoring rounds in 2013 found increases in the
number of sites with red squirrds; a 3% increase in the spring was followed by another 5%
increase in the autumn. The nurhber of sites occupied by greys dropped by P8 in the

spring and then bounced back by 15% this autumn, a result perhaps expected after the
apparent crash in grey squirrel numbers observed in the 2012/3 winter Within the
strongholds, red squirrels were detected for the first time since monitoring began in two of
the three Slaley reserve woodlands, with astable picture elsewhere as shown below.

Fig. 1. Results of systematic monitoring in the Red Squirrel Reserves in autumn 2013
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These extrenely positive results provide further evidence that red squirrel range in

northern England is at least stableThe red squirrel range demonstratedn autumn 2013

(see Map 2)is the largestsince the project beganhighlighting increased vigilance and

record submission but perhaps also suggesting improvements in the conservation status of
the species. Statistical testing of all aumonitoring data is now underway, enabling us to

test these apparent improvements in more detail.

Our reseach efforts at threeO! | A A O O A Aalsdbedarih@hd summer, with detailed
monitoring of the impact of repeated sessions of gregquirrel control on both red and grey
distribution. In addition, help from Northumberland National Parkd Qusteé8nable Devebpment
Fund enabled us to support aNewcastle UniversityPhD studentship titedOThe impact of grey
squirrel control and timber harvesting on the red squir@ith Deborah Brady beginning her
work in the autumn. We hope to share much more on thestudies during 2014.


http://www.rsne.org.uk/squirrel-monitoring-programme

Map 2z Autumn 2013 red squirrel range summary, based on the results of the standardised
monitoring and all other records from the same time pepd. Presence is representedt a tetrad

(2x2km square) level




